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The  Buffalo  Historical  Society 


The  above  Society  was  organized  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April, 
1862,  and  its  first  election  of  officers  was  held  on  the  twentieth  day 
of  May,  1862.  It  was  incorporated  December  31,  1862,  and  its 
rooms  opened  February  1,  1863. 

Its  general  design  is  to  discover,  procure  and  preserve,  whatever 
may  relate  to  the  history  of  Western  New  York  in  general,  and  the 
city  of  Buffalo  in  particular.  It  will  likewise  aim  to  gather  statistics 
of  the  commerce,  manufactures  and  business  of  the  lake  region,  and 
those  portions  of  the  West  that  are  intimately  connected  with  the 
interests  of  Buffalo. 

For  that  purpose,  it  solicits  from  all  persons  willing  to  contribute 
the  same,  the  following 

OBJECTS  OF  COLLECTION. 

1.  Manuscript  Statements  and  Narratives  of  Pioneer  Settlers — Old  Letters  and 
Journals  relative  to  the  early  history  and  settlement  of  Buffalo  and  of  Western  New 
York ; Biographical  Notices  of  our  pioneers,  and  of  eminent  citizens  deceased  ; and 
facts  illustrative  of  our  Indian  tribes,  their  History,  Characteristics,  Sketches  of 
their  prominent  Chiefs,  Orators  and  Warriors,  together  with  Contributions  of  Indian 
Implements,  Dress,  Ornaments  and  Curiosities. 

2.  Files  of  Newspapers,  Directories  of  the  cities  of  this  and  the  Western  States  ; 
Pamphlets,  College  Catalogues,  Minutes  of  Ecclesiastical  Conventions,  Conferences 
and  Synods,  and  other  publications  relating  to  Buffalo  or  Western  New  York. 

3.  Indian  Geographical  Names  of  streams  and  localities  in  this  State,  with  their 
significations. 

4.  Books  relating  to  American  History,  Travels,  and  Biography  in  general,  and 
this  locality  in  particular;  Family  Genealogies,  Old  Magazines,  Maps,  Historical 
Manuscripts,  Autographs  of  Distinguished  Persons,  Coins,  Medals,  Paintings,  Por- 
traits, Statuary  and  Engravings.' 

5.  We  solicit  from  Historical  Societies  and  other  learned  bodies,  that  inter- 
change of  books  and  other  materials  by  which  the  usefulness  of  institutions  of  this 
nature  is  so  essentially  enhanced— pledging  ourselves  to  repay  such  contributions  in 
kind  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ability. 
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6.  The  Society  particularly  begs  the  tavor  and  compliment  of  Authors  and  Pub- 
lishers, to  present,  with  their  autographs,  copies  of  their  respective  works  for  its 
Library. 

7.  Editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers,  magazines,  and  reviews,  will  confer  a 
lasting  favor  on  the  Society  by  contributing  their  publications  regularly  for  its 
Library,  or,  at  least,  such  numbers  as  may  contain  articles  bearing  upon  our  Local 
History,  Biography,  Geography,  or  Antiquities ; all  which  will  be  carefully  pre- 
served for  binding. 

8.  The  Society  wishes  to  obtain  Photographs  of  the  Citizens  of  Buffalo,  with 
their  autographs  thereon,  with  date.  The  cabinet  size  is  preferred,  and  those  in 
frames  will  be  suitably  placed.  Photographs  of  suitable  size  will  be  placed  in  Al- 
bums provided  by  the  Society.  It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  have  whole  families 
of  our  old  citizens  in  separate  albums,  lettered  with  the  family  name,  and  deposited 
in  our  Cabinet.  Congregations  would  confer  a favor  by  furnishing  pictures  of  their 
present  and  former  Pastors.  The  Editorial  fraternity  are  expected  to  be  fully  rep- 
resented. Photographs  or  other  representations  of  Churches,  Public  Buildings, 
Manufacturing  establishments,  Steam  and  other  Lake  Craft,  and  Private  Mansions, 
are  all  desired.  Artists  are  particularly  requested  to  notice  this  feature  of  our  col- 
lection, and  to  contribute  such  copies  of  their  works  as  they  can  spare. 

Those  who  are  in  possession  of  any  of  the  above  objects  and  who 
may  not  feel  willing  to  donate  them,  are  respectfully  invited  to  deposit 
the  same  among  the  archives  of  this  Society,  to  be  reclaimed  at  their 
pleasure.  No  property  thus  deposited  will  be  permitted  to  be  taken 
from  the  rooms  of  the'  Society,  unless  with  the  written  consent  of  the 
owner  or  depositor.  A fire-proof  vault  is  connected  with  the  rooms 
of  the  Society. 

Packages  for  the  Society  may  be  sent  to  or  deposited  with  any  of 
the  officers,  or  sent  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  by  express,  at  the 
charge  of  the  Society. 

The  Honorary , Corresponding  and  Resident  members  of  the  Society 
are  earnestly  requested  to  aid  its  officers  in  their  efforts  to  increase  the 
Library  of  the  Society  and  to  add  to  the  manuscripts , pamphlets , and 
other  objects  of  collection  above  enumerated. 


PROCEEDINGS 


. OF  THE 

Buffalo  Historical  Society 


At  the  Annual  Meeting,  January  ii,  1871. 


The  President,  O.  K.  Marshall,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  Board  of  Managers,  the  Treasurer  and  Corresponding 
Secretary  presented  their  reports,  which  were  accepted  and 
placed  on  file.  The  substance  of  these  reports  will  be  found 
embodied  in  the  President’s  address. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year.  (See  page  15.) 

The  President  then  delivered  the  Annual  Address. 

On  motion  of  Lewis  F.  Allen,  Esq.,  the  thanks  of  the  Soci- 
ety were  tendered  to  the ‘President  for  his  very  able  and  graphic 
address,  and  he  was  requested  to  furnish  a copy  for  publication. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Chester,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  tendered  to  Wm.  C.  Bryant,  the  Recording  Secretary,  for 
the  faithful  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office,  especially  for  the  remarkable  fidelity  and  fullness  of  his 
reports  of  the  Club  meetings. 

The  new  President,  Hon.  N.  K.  Hall,  then  took  the  chair. 
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Mr.  O.  H.  Marshall  gave  notice,  that  he  would  move,  at 
some  future  meeting,  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to 
exempt  the  resident  Clergy,  who  are,  or  who  may  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  from  the  payment  of  initiation  fees  and 
annual  dues. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  including  Mr.  Mar- 
shall’s Address,  together  with  Dr.  Chester’s  Address  at  the  last  annual 
meeting,  be  published  in  pamphlet  form. 

Adjourned. 


ADDRESS 


BY  O.  H.  MARSHALL,  ESQ.,  PRESIDENT. 


Delivered  January  i i,  1871. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society: 

In  the  absence  of  any  arrangement  for  the  delivery  of  an  annual  address  before 
this  Society  at  its  present  meeting,  I have  thought  it  would  not  be  inappropriate  to 
give  a more  detailed  account  than  is  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, of  the  transactions  of  the  Society  for  the  past  year,  and  to  offer  a few  sugges- 
tions which  have  occurred  to  me  during  my  official  term. 

The  operations  of  the  Society  have  not  been  marked  by  any  unusual  activity 
during  the  past  year.  Its  monthly  meetings,  and  those  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
have  been  regularly  held,  and  the  usual  routine  of  business  has  been  transacted. 

It  appears  from  the  report  cf  the  Treasurer  that  our  finances  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  the  amount  of  the  permanent  fund  securely  invested,  being  $3,155,  and 
the  balance  of  cash  in  the  treasury  $1,103,  making  in  all  $4,258 — there  being  an 
excess  of  $403.10  over  the  amount  in  the  treasury,  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Although  the  additions  to  the  library  have  not  been  as  large  and  varied  as  in 
some  of  tire  past  years,  yet  the  deficiencies  are  made  up,  in  a good  degree,  in  value 
and  interest.  Among  the  donations  in  this  department  which  deserve  special  men- 
tion are  : 

“The  Atmospheric  System  Developed,”  presented  by  its  author,  the  lion.  Thos. 
B.  Butler. 

“The  History  of  Franklin,  Conn.,”  presented  by  the  Rev.  Anson  G.  Chester. 

“The  Personal  and  Military  History  of  General  Kearney,”  from  General  Watts 
De  Peyster. 

“Stephens’  History  of  Georgia,”  from  the  Georgia  Historical  Society. 

“Sumner's  History  of  Boston,”  from  the  Massachusetts  IIi>torical  Society. 

“ Simms’  History  of  Schoharie  County,”  from  Hezekiah  Mosher. 

“The  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut,”  from  Clias.  J.  Iloadley,  Esq. 

“The  Annual  Reports  relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Buffalo — 21  numbers — 
from  1S3S  to  1S56  inclusive,”  forming  a well-bound  volume,  presented  by  Mr. 
Ephraim  F.  Cook. 

“The  Life  and  Times  of  Bishop  Timon,”  from  Mr.  Charles  G.  Dcuther. 

Among  the  manuscripts  received  during  the  year  is  a bound  volume,  from  the 
Hon.  Joseph  Williamson,  of  Belfast,  Maine,  containing  the  original  Journal  of  Major 
James  Norris,  who  served  under  General  Sullivan  in  his  famous  expedition  against 
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the  Senecas  of  the  Genesee  country  in  1779.  This  journal  bears  interna]  evidence 
of  its  having  been  written  from  day  to  day,  as  the  invading  army  advanced  from  its 
starting  point  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  to  Little  Beardstown,  on  the  West  side  of 
the  Genesee  river. 

It  contains,  in  minute  detail,  the  daily  transactions  with  which  Major  Norris  was 
connected,  and  a general  account  of  all  the  important  events  which  transpired 
during  the  campaign.  The  various  encounters  and  skirmishes  between  the  invaders 
and  the  Senecas  are  graphically  described,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of  the  Indian 
villages  along  the  track  of  the  army,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Genesee. 

The  manuscript  is  among  the  most  valuable  of  our  acquisitions,  and  well  worthy 
of  a place  in  the  first  volume  of  the  “ Collections  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,” 
which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  ere  long  be  published. 

We  have  also  received  during  the  past  year,  a copy  of  the  now  very  scarce  map 
of  the  Phelps  and  Gorham  purchase,  as  surveyed  by  the  late  Augustus  Porter,  in 
1789,  and  published  soon  after.  Our  Society  had  long  been  in  search  of  a copy,  but 
none  could  be  found.  Judge  Porter  had  reserved  a number  when  first  published, 
but  they  were  burned  at  the  time  his  dwelling  was  destroyed  by  the  British  in  the 
war  of  1S12.  Letters  of  inquiry  were  written  to  various  persons  living  on  the  origi- 
nal Phelps  and  Gorham  purchase,  but  no  one  seemed  to  be  in  possession  of  a copy. 
It  was  finally  ascertained  that  the  heirs  of  the  late  General  Wadsworth,  of  Geneseo, 
had  one  in  good  preservation  among  their  papers,  and  Charles  F.  Wadsworth,  Esq., 
of  this  city,  very  generously  consented  that  the  valuable  and  unique  relic  should  be 
added  to  our  collections.  The  history  of  this  map  presents  one  of  the  many  in- 
stances of  the  almost  complete  disappearance  of  historical  documents  in  the  lapse 
of  a few  years,  and  demonstrates  the  importance  and  necessity  of  organizations,  like 
our  own,  for  their  collection  and  preservation. 

Another  interesting  donation  is  an  engraving  from  Charles  E.  West,  LL.  D.,  pub- 
lished in  London,  in  1S11,  which  embraces  a view  of  Lake  Erie,  Fort  Erie  and  the 
Buffalo  Creek,  as  far  up  as  the  confluence  of  the  Little  Buffalo.  This  rare  gift  is  the 
earliest  view  of  our  harbor  which  has  come  to  n;y  notice,  and  bears  evidence,  in  the 
wooded  banks  of  the  creek,  of  having  been  sketched  long  prior  to  the  date  of  its 
publication. 

The  Holland  Land  Company,  at  the  time  it  closed  its  office  and  disposed  of  its 
effects,  was  in  the  possession  of  papers  and  records  which  should  have  been  secured 
by  us  for  historical  use  and  reference.  Many  of  them  are  now  so  scattered  as  to  be 
beyond  our  reach.  We  mav  possibly  be  able,  by  prompt  action,  to  obtain  the  dona- 
tion or  deposit  of  some  that  still  remain  in  individual  hands.  Those  we  have 
already  secured  are  of  great  interest.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  fourteen 
large  volumes  of  original  letters,  written  to  the  agents  of  the  Holland  Company  by 
the  settlers  on  the  purchase  from  1S02  to  1819. 

Among  them  may  be  found  autograph  letters  from  William  Johnson,  the 
Indian  interpreter  ; from  Alexander  Rea,  the  surveyor  who  laid  out  and  run  the 
lines  cf  the  village  of  New  Amsterdam;  from  Erastus  Granger,  the  first  resident 
Indian  agent ; from  Ebenezer  Walden,  Samuel  Wilkeson  and  other  pioneers.  They 
form  interesting  records  of  those  early  days,  when  the  foundations  of  our  city  were 
laid  by  a generation  that  has  passed  away.  One  of  the  letters  written  by  Louis 
LeCouteulx,  the  French  Emigre,  dated  July  12,  1803,  informs  Mr.  Ellicott  that  lie 
had  just  arrived,  with  his  family,  in  Buffalo,  and  makes  application  for  inner  lot  No. 
2.  on  which  1 he  Mansion  House  now  stands.  He  adds,  that  “ there  is  a possibility 
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of  making  a good  harbor  in  Buffalo  in  spite  of  the  bar,  which  he  is  sure  the  Yankees 
can  remove  if  the  Hollanders  will  not.” 

The  value  of  this  collection  will  be  much  enhanced  when  there  shall  be  added  to 
it  copies  of  the  corresponding  letters  written  by  the  agents  oT  the  Holland  Com- 
pany to  the  settlers,  and  which  have  recently  been  promised  to  the  Society  by  a 
gentleman  in  this  city. 

The  land  contracts  of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  known  among  the  early  set- 
tlers by  the  familiar  name  of  “articles,’’  and  which  relate  to  our  city  and  county, 
Have  also,  fortunately,  been  secured  for  the  Society.  These  include  the  originals 
which  had  been  retained  by  the  company,  and  the  duplicates  issued  to  the  settlers, 
and  wrhich  were  surrendered  by  them  on  receiving  their  deeds.  Those  which 
embrace  the  inner  and  outer  lots  of  the  old  village  of  New  Amsterdam,  form  an 
interesting  collection,  curious  as  showing  the  prices  originally  paid  for  some  of  the 
most  valuable  portions  of  our  city,  and  the  various  hands  through  which  they 
passed,  by  assignment,  before  deeds  were  taken.  From  one  of  them  it  appears  that 
inner  lots  44  and  45,  known  as  the  “ Kremlin  block,”  bounded  by  Main,  Eagle,  Niag- 
ara and  Pearl  streets,  were  sold  to  William  Peacock,  in  1805,  for  $220.  Another 
shows  that  outer  lot  No.  104,  extending  from  Main  street  eastward  to  the  Hydraulics, 
and  bounded  on  the  north  by  Eagle  street,  and  on  the  south  by  Swan  street,  com- 
prising one  hundred  acres,  now  nearly  covered  by  stores  and  dwellings,  on  the 
north-west  corner  of  which  the  building  in  which  we  are  now  assembled  is  located, 
was  articled  by  the  Holland  Land  Company  to  John  Brannan,  on  the  twentieth  of 
November,  1804,  for  $750,  $150  cash  down,  and  the  remainder  in  five  equal  annual 
instalments.  The  article  was  assigned  on  the  day  of  its  date,  by  Brannan  to  Joseph 
Ellicott. 

Our  fdes  of  the  early  newspapers  published  in  Buffalo,  are  very  valuable,  embrac- 
ing, in  some  instances,  the  only  copies  extant.  Those  of  the  current  years  are  care- 
fully preserved.  By  a simple  and  inexpensive  arrangement,  devised  by  our  secretary, 
those  of  any  date,  among  the  unbound  copies,  can  be  conveniently  consulted,  with- 
out disarranging  the  others.  I would  recommend,  however,  that  such  valuable 
material  should  be  bound  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  a volume  is  completed,  to 
guard  against  loss  or  injury. 

Our  gallery  of  oil  portraits  is  continually  receiving  additions.  Among  those  of  non- 
residents which  have  been  added  the  past  year,  may  be  mentioned  that  of  the  Hon. 
William  Peacock,  who  is  still  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety.  This  portrait 
was  the  gift  to  the  Society  of  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hodges.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the  dis- 
tinguished philanthropist,  the  Hon.  E.  C.  Delevan,  for  the  possession  of  his  life-like 
portrait,  and  to  the  liberality  of  a few  members  of  the  Society  for  that  of  the  late 
R.  W.  Haskins. 

Many  of  our  older  citizens  have  deposited  with  us  their  photographs  of  cabinet 
size,  and  more  are  promised.  Those  already  received,  eighty-four  in  number,  have 
been  arranged  by  the  secretary,  and  form  an  interesting  department  of  our  col- 
lections. 

Our  photographs  of  citizens  and  others,  arranged  in  albums,  are  quite  numerous, 
numbering  nearly  three  hundred,  and  are  constantly  increasing. 

Our  collection  of  autographs  is  valuable  and  interesting,  embracing  many  letters 
of  distinguished  characters.  With  a little  effort  on  the  part  of  individual  members 
of  the  Society,  this  department  might  be  considerably  increased.  We  have  recently 
had  the  promise,  from  a distinguished  ex-governor  of  our  State,  of  a number  of 
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autograph  letters  of  Presidents  Adams  and  Jefferson,  as  well  as  other  papers  of 
interest. 

The  autographs  in  our  possession  have  all  been  carefully  arranged  and  indexed 
during  the  year. 

Our  maps  have  also  received  similar  attention.  Those  on  rollers  have  been  so 
arranged  on  a frame  as  to  be  examined  with  great  facility,  and  those  in  sheets  have 
been  numbered  and  placed  in  their  proper  order,  in  large  books,  so  that  the  one 
desired  can  be  readily  found  by  the  aid  of  an  index. 

• Among  the  facilities  for  reference  afforded  by  the  Society  to  the  public,  our  “ Obit- 
uary Record”  is  deserving  of  special  notice.  This  has  just  been  completed  by  the 
secretary,  to  the  close  of  the  year  1870.  It  commences  with  the  publication  of  the 
first  Buffalo  newspaper,  in  1811,  and  embraces  the  names  of  8,223  citizens  of  Buf- 
falo, of  the  age  of  twenty  years  and  upwards,  who  died  here  or  elsewhere  during  the 
above  period,  with  their  ages  and  dates  of  death,  alphabetically  arranged.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  Society  to  continue  this  valuable  register,  thus  keeping  a book  of 
necrology,  at  all  times  written  up,  for  consultation  by  its  members  and  others  inter- 
ested, and  so  arranged,  in  alphabetical  order,  as  to  be  of  easy  reference. 

The  secretary  is  still  engaged  upon  the  “Marriage  Record,”  and  will  probably 
finish  it  the  present  year.  It  was  commenced  many  years  ago  by  Mr.  Ives,  librarian 
of  the  Young  Men’s  Association,  and  brought  down  to  1833.  Dr.  Armstrong  has 
revised  the  work  from  the  beginning,  and  continued  it  to  the  year  1S36.  When  fin- 
ished, it  will  embrace  a record  of  all  the  marriages  which  have  been  announced  in 
the  Buffalo  newspapers  since  the  year  1S11,  including  the  names  of  the  parties  in 
alphabetical  order,  the  dates  of  marriage  in  chronological  order,  and  the  names  of 
the  journals  in  which  they  were  published.  Every  entry  is  necessarily  repeated, 
so  as  to  be  alphabeticaliv  arranged  under  the  surname  of  each  party. 

These  two  records  of  deaths  and  marriages  will  at  all  times  be  accessible  to  the 
public,  without  charge,  and  often  save  hours  of  perhaps  fruitless  search  among 
voluminous  files  of  papers. 

Our  collection  of  pamphlets,  carefully  arranged  in  over  one  hundred  cases,  and 
indexed,  is  quite  extensive  and  valuable,  for  a large  portion  of  which  the  Society  is 
indebted  to  its  first  president,  the  lion.  Millard  Fillmore,  it  being  the  accumulation 
of  his  entire  political  life.  , 

Several  meetings  of  the  Club  connected  with  this  Society  have  been  held  since  our 
last  annual  meeting,  at  which  papers  of  interest  were  read.  In  the  “Annals  ot 
Avon,”  by  Col.  \V.  H.  C.  Ilosmer,  we  had  a valuable  contribution  to  the  history  ■ f 
Western  New  York,  in  which  the  scenes  and  incidents  of  Indian  life,  border  war  tare 
and  pioneer  adventure,  partaking  more  of  the  character  of  romance  than  of  sober 
history,  were  graphically  delineated. 

The  humorous  sketches,  by  Henry  W.  Rogers,  Esq.,  of  those  wits  of  the  bar, 
John  Root  and  Horatio  J.  Stow,  occupied  two  of  our  evenings,  and  were  valuable 
contributions  to  our  biographical  department. 

Peter  Barker's  sketch  of  the  town  of  Evans  was  the  first  in  order  of  a series  < 1 
town  histories,  which  we  hope  will  be  continued  in  due  season.  Thcbiograplnc.il 
papers  read  by  Judge  Clinton  and  L.  G.  Sellstedt,  Esq.,  were  faithful  delineate  0*. 
character,  and  just  tributes  to  the  memory  of  two  of  our  departed  members. 

These  Club  meetings,  in  their  informal  and  social  character,  have  proved  a valu- 
able addition  to  the  constitutional  machinery  ot  the  Society,  and  have  1 xei  c;>ed  a 
marked  influence  in  promoting  historical  research  among  our  members.  1 no  many 


■ 
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interesting  papers  added  -to  our  files  since  they  were  commenced,  justify  the  wisdom 
and  expediency  of  this  auxiliary  organization. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year  many  inquiries  have  been  instituted,  and  efforts 
made,  for  the  collection  of  manuscripts  relating  to  the  history  of  the  western  part  of 
our  State,  but  as  yet  without  much  success.  We  have  been  promised  access  to  the 
valuable  papers  in  the  possession  of  the  descendants  of  John  and  Joseph  Brant,  the 
celebrated  Mohawk  chiefs,  who  long  resided  at  Niagara,  and  exercised  such  a con- 
trolling influence  over  the  neighboring  Indian  tribes.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  for  their  examination,  and  for  taking  copies  of  such  as  may  be  found  of  suffi- 
cient importance. 

We  have  been  promised,  and  expect  to  be  able  to  secure,  three  valuable  journals 
of  Joseph  Ellicott,  kept  by  him  during  the  early  part  of  his  residence  on  the  Holland 
purchase,  and  which,  if  obtained,  would  be  useful  in  the  preparation  of  the  history 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company,  a work  not  yet  written,  but  which  should  be  under- 
taken before  all  those  connected  with  that  Company  have  passed  away.  I know  of 
no  one  more  competent  for  the  task  than  the  son  of  one  of  its  agents.  His  ripe 
scholarship  and  accomplished  pen  would  be  a guaranty  of  its  faithful  and  satisfac- 
tory performance. 

A plan  has  been  proposed  within  a few  months,  and  some  progress  has  been  made 
in  its  development,  which,  if  faithfully  executed,  will  add  a large  amount  of  valuable 
biographical  material  to  our  archives.  I allude  to  autobiographies,  or  personal 
sketches  and  reminiscences  of  the  members  of  the  Society  and  of  others,  to  be  fur- 
nished in  a form  convenient  for  preservation  and  reference.  Such  contributions 
from  the  pioneers  of  Buffalo  and  of  Western  New  York,  would  add  much  to  the 
interest  of  our  collections,  We  have  the  promise  of  several  from  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  and  we  hope  soon  to  see  them  on  our  tiles.  The  one  now  in 
course  of  preparation  by  Orlando  Allen,  Esq.,  extracts  from  which  were  read  by  him 
at  our  last  Club  meeting,  may  be  safely  recommended  as  a model  for  such  papers. 

We  expect  soon  to  receive,  from  a competent  hand,  biographical  notices  of  prom- 
inent Indian  chiefs,  well  known  in  the  history  of  the  Iroquois  confederacy,  and  we 
have  the  promise,  from  another  party  familiar  with  the  subject,  of  a detailed  account 
of  the  late  treaties  by  which  the  titles  of  the  Indians  to  their  reservations  in  West- 
ern New  York  were  finally  extinguished.  Other  members  of  the  Society  have  prom- 
ised papers  on  the  Patriot  War,  the  Cholera  in  Buffalo,  the  Middaugh  Title,  and 
biographical  notices  of  Charles  I).  Norton  and  Lorin  Pierce,  and  which  we  hope  will 
soon  be  furnished. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  before  closing,  to  bear  witness  to  the  faithful  manner 
in  which  our  Corresponding  Secretarv,  Dr.  Armstrong,  has  seconded  the  wishes  and 
views  of  the  Society,  in  the  re-arrangement  of  all  our  historical  material.  A thorough 
examination  of  all  our  collections  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  and  every- 
thing of  interest  or  value  has  been  assigned  to  its  proper  place,  and  so  indexed  as  to 
be  readily  referred  to.  This  includes  all  letters,  autographs,  maps,  biographical 
sketches,  papers  and  manuscripts  of  every  description,  and  has  involved  a vast 
amount  of  patient  labor  and  investigation. 

The  constitutional  duties  of  our  Society  arc,  to  discover,  collect  and  preserve 
whatever  relates  to  the  history  of  Western  New  York  in  general,  ancl  the  city  of 
Buffalo  in  particular.  Since  our  organization  in  April,  1802,  we  have  steadily 
kept  our  mission  in  view,  and  have  'annually  added  to  our  historical  stores.  W e 
found,  our  .-.elves  tit  the  commencement,  in  tire  occupation  ot  an  interesting  and 


important  field.  The  relics  of  a peculiar  people  existed  near  at  hand,  with  no  time 
far  delay  in  gathering  for  preservation  its  traditions  and  history,  and  in  recording  its 
easterns,  manners,  and  language-  To  aid  us  in  these  duties,  we  numbered  among 
oar  members  those  who  were  familiar,  from  their  boyhood,  with  the  character  and 
customs  of  the  Indians,  and  could  converse  fluently  in  their  native  tongue. 

In  the  next  place  the  foundations  of  our  city  had  been  laid,  and  the  subjugation 
and  settlement  of  Western  New  York  had  taken  place,  within  the  memory  of  a few 
still  living,  and  by  whom  alone  the  marvelous  story  of  pioneer  toil,  privation  and 
enterprise,  could  be  correctly  told. 

Our  self-imposed  and  difficult  task  has  been,  to  collect  and  preserve  such  memo- 
rials of  our  aboriginal  predecessors  as  should  be  deemed  worthy  of  a place  in  his- 
tory, and  to  record,  with  pious  care,  the  labors  of  those  who  had  gone  before  us  and 
prepared  our  way,  by  leveling  the  forests,  opening  channels  of  commerce  and  com- 
munication, and  planting  the  germs  of  those  civil,  religious  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions which  are  now  flourishing  among  us. 

What  we  have  already  done,  our  records  will  show.  Much  yet  remains  to  be 
accomplished.  Let  us  work  on,  hoping  for  the  co-operation  of  our  fellow-citizens, 
and  that,  ere  long,  some  generous  gift  from  among  the  many  who  have  grown  rich 
among  us,  will  enable  us  to  arrange  our  library,  display  our  gallery  of  portraits,  and 
deposit  our  historical  treasures,  with  ample  accommodations  for  their  convenient 
use,  in  a building  that  will,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  our  collections  from  the  rav- 
ages of  fire,  and  be  an  ornament  to  our  city. 


ADDRESS 

BY  REV.  DR.  A.  T.  CHESTER,  PRESIDENT. 


Delivered  January  i i , i S 7 o. 


G:j:thmeny  Members  of  (he  Historical  Society : 

You  have  doubtless  been  gratified  in  hearing  from  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  progress  of  this  society  during  the  past  year.  While  it  has  not 
been  all  that  could  be  desired,  it  has  yet  been  not  inconsiderable.  The  Club  meet- 
ings at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  attended  by  large  numbers,  and  several  very 
valuable  papers-  were  added  to  the  already  well  stored  archives  of  the  Society. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  in  part  to  continue  these  meetings  for  the  present 
season.  There  is  a social  feature  of  these  Club  meetings  that  commends  them 
greatly  to  our  citizens.  Many  who  have  long  known  each  other  are  thus  brought 
together,  who  might  otherwise  never  meet  except  on  the  street  or  in  business  rela- 
tions ; and  the  simple  entertainment,  which  cannot  be  burdensome  to  the  host,  gives 
an  additional  zest  to  the  literary  or  scientific  feast,  or  the  dry  details  of  historic  lore. 


The  work  in  which  w-e  are  engaged  is  certainly  worthy  of  our  attention.  To  pre- 
serve, as  far  as  possible,  the  rapidly  vanishing  details  of  the  past  history  of  our  city, 
and  county,  and  region, — to  gather  from  the  lips  and  from  the  pens  of  those  of  a 
former  generation,  items  of  information,  which  if  not  soon  secured,  must  be  lost  to 
history  forever — this  is  most  important.  There  are  those  yet  living  among  us  who 
have  been  actors  or  participators  in  those  scenes  in  the  early  history  of  our  city, 
which  make  it  famous  as  the  classic  battle-fields  of  the  old  world.  Let  us  secure 
from  these  every  particular  of  these  events  that  so  move  the  souls  of  men  in  the 
recital.  Some  very  little  thing,  deemed  now  scarcely  -worthy  of  notice,  may  yet 
prove  the  hinge  upon  which  most  important  facts  may  turn.  We  are,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, inducing  the  early  settlers,  not  only  of  this  immediate  vicinity,  but  also  of  the 
towns  around  us,  to  write  out  at  length  and  carefully  their  reminiscences  of  pioneer 
life.  These,  with  the  lengthened  memoirs  we  secure  of  so  many  of  our  prominent 
citizens  as  they  pass  away,  some  of  them  written  with  great  ability,  by  those  who 
have  most  skill  in  this  department  of  labor,  and  some  of  them,  the  outburst  of  a 
strong  affection  that  fellows  the  dying  and  lays  its  choicest  tribute  upon  the  grave  of 
a friend — these  reminiscences  and  these  memoirs  constitute  a rich  mine  in  which 
future  historians  shall  work  with  greatest  advantage,  developing  the  precious  pro- 
ducts to  enrich  future  generations.  You  have  been  told  that  Peter  Barker,  Esq.,  has 
already  presented  two  papers  on  the  history  of  the  town  of  Evans ; it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  other  gentlemen  in  the  various  towns  of  the  county  will  do  us  the  same  service 
in  respect  to  their  own  localities. 

There  are  many  single  events  that  have  transpired  in  other  years,  or  that  are  hap- 
pening at  the  present  time,  which  may  be  made  the  subject  of  interesting  and  valu- 
able papers — like  the  execution  of  the  three  Thayers,  of  which  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Wilgus  gave  us  an  interesting  account  last  year.  And  it  is  especially  to  be  kept  in 
mind,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  a long  article  in  order  to  be  valuable, — a few 
thoughts  on  some  subject,  even  a few  dates, — the  simplest  statement  of  facts  about 
an  event,  which  may  not  now  seem  to  be  very  important,  but  which  may  become 
so, — this  service  which  our  friends  can  render  us,  even  if  they  have  no  special  ability 
as  writers  or  historians,  may  yet  become  of  the  highest  value. 

There  is  another  distinct  department  of  this  society  which  has  not  hitherto  been 
so  much  regarded.  It  is  the  collection  of  books,  pictures,  and  relics,  making  a mu- 
seum of  history.  These  articles  are  as  closely  connected  with  tire  history  of  the  past 
as  written  records  can  be.  Every  book  marks  an  era, — represents  its  author — con- 
tains a history  of  the  subject  on  which  it  treats  up  to  that  period,  and  thus  connects 
us  with  the  past.  Every  old  directory  is  full  of  interest,  as  marking  the  progress  of 
our  cities  ; every  pamphlet  is  a voice  from  the  dead.  In  other  days,  from  the  mass 
of  volumes,  and  pamphlets,  and  manuscripts  here  gathered  and  preserved,  the 
future  historian  may  find  the  record  he  needs  and  be  able  to  give  facts  and  dates 
with  the  greatest  facility  and  accuracy.  Call  it  lumber,  if  you  will — you  cannot  build 
your  magnificent  dwellings  and  public  edifices  without  the  use  of  lumber,  nor  can 
you  make  history  without  dates  and  facts.  Some  things  are  valuable,  though  utterly 
devoid  of  show. 

Of  the  mass  of  relics  we  have  already  gathered,  each  one  has  its  own  story.  The 
single  brick  from  the  first  church  built  in  the  territory  now  covered  by  this  nati<  n ; 
the  draft  wheel  marking  that  most  trying  period  in  the  history  of  the  recent  rcbel- 
lion,  and  the  many  memorials  of  that  terrific  conflict  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  these  ami  many  others,  growing  more  and  more  valuable  as  time  rolls  on. 


14 

make  an  enduring,  an  indisputable  record  of  great  events,  of  unspeakable  interest 
to  our  children  and  children's  children. 

The  already  large  and  precious  collection  of  portraits  and  photographs  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  interesting  feature  of  our  society.  Who  that  once  walks  amid  these 
faces  of  the  dead  and  living  can  fail  to  appreciate  the  value  of  this  department,  con- 
stantly increasing  by  gift,  as  those  who  are  interested  in  the  society  furnish  their 
own  pictures  or  the  pictures  of  their  kindred  who  have  been  long  in  the  grave. 
We  sadly  want  pictures  of  more  of  the  earliest  citizens,  and  trust  that  we  shall 
have  painted  portraits  given  us  by  their  descendants,  or  photographs  of  the  por- 
traits with  which  they  cannot  consent  to  part.  I- could  mention  a score  of  names 
that  readiiy  occur  to  me  of  respected,  beloved,  prominent  citizens,  whose  story  is 
one  with  that  of  our  city,  whose  pictures  are  necessary  to  make  our  collection  com- 
plete ; and  yet  there  would  be  another  score  just  as  worthy  of  remembrance,  whom 
not  to  mention  would  be  invidious. 

Would  that  I could  impress  it  upon  all  our  prominent  citizens  that  it  is  an  imper- 
ative duty,  in  view  of  the  claims  of  those  v-ho  are  to  come  after  them,  to  leave  their 
likenesses  to  adorn  our  walls.  Our  business  men — our  professional  men  — our  men 
of  influence  and  power  in  manufactures  and  mechanical  skill — those  who  have  been 
longest  identified  with  the  city’s  growth,  should  be  willing  to  perpetuate  their  remem- 
brance before  the  eyes  of  the  coming  generations.  And  here  is  a place  for  woman’s 
rights.  Let  us  have  also  pictures  of  the  wives  and  mothers  of  Buffalo.  There  are 
many  of  the  other  sex  so  closely  and  so  honorably  connected  with  the  history  of 
these  passing  years  that  it  would  be  most  appropriate  to  have  their  pleasant  faces 
grace  these  halls.  Here  let  the  ancestors  of  our  large  population  be  preserved 
together,  in  lasting  remembrance,  as  those  who  come  after  them  become  acquainted 
with  their  faces  and  features,  immortalized  by  photographic  art  or  by  the  painter’s 
skill. 

There  is  one  field  for  labor  in  connection  with  this  Society,  which  I do  not  think 
has  been  sufficiently  or  properly  worked  hitherto,  though  our  faithful  coadjutor,  Mr. 
Orlando  Allen,  has  done  good  service  in  it.  1 mean  the  department  of  Indian  his- 
tory and  customs  and  memorials.  Living  as  we  do  in  the  heart  of  the  territory 
once  occupied  by  tire  Six  Nations,  and  surrounded  as  we  still  are  with  the  remnants 
of  some  of  the  tribes,  and  thus  with  facilities  for  gathering  up  the  materials  at  hand 
and  learning  so  much  that  must  soon  be  lost  even  to  tradition,  it  seems  to  me  that 
we  could  use  more  vigorous  measures  in  this  direction,  and  that  labor  here  would 
be  ri.chlv  rewarded. 


, 
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